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Building on the Cornerstone

Before | married my husband, | assumed there were
“ugly houses” and “pretty houses,” and that was that.
But Matt is an architect, someone who reads books
with titles like “A Field Guide to American Houses" for
fun and who uses the term vernacular architecture like

he knows what it means
e ur L means.
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Through him, I've come to learn a lot about why
certain structures simply don't have a pleasing look.
There is a logic to ugliness, as it turns out. One of the
main reasons a building or a home might strike some
of us as ugly is because it has undergone a careless
renovation. Whether out of laziness or an effort to
be cost-effective, additions are made that depart
from the architectural style of the original structure.
The result is slapdash, confusing — ugly, for lack of a
better word.

What is added on later must somewhat resemble
the original. If you want to depart dramatically from
the original style of a building, it's better to build a
separate structure altogether.

| think of this principle when | consider Christ as
the “cornerstone.” We know we are called to model
ourselves on Christ, to build on his example. But so
often we cherry-pick elements of his message and
attempt to build on it with additions that make no
sense.

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
Are Catholics obligated to attend Mass each
Sunday, or receive Communion each Sunday?

Answer:

The questions about Mass attendance and
the reception of Holy Communion are clearly
outlined in what are traditionally called the
“Precepts” of the Church. These specific
teachings are intended to stand alongside
the Ten Commandments as fundamental
practices for Catholics and are outlined in the
Code of Canon Law. The obligations related
to Mass attendance and receiving Communion
are outlined in the first and third precepts,
which we find quoted in the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (no. 2042):

The first precept (“You shall attend Mass

on Sundays and holy days of obligation

and rest from servile labor™) requires the
faithful to sanctify the day commemorating
the Resurrection of the Lord as well as

the principal liturgical feasts honoring the
mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and the saints; in the first place, by
participating in the Eucharistic celebration, in
which the Christian community is gathered,
and by resting from those works and activities
which could impede such a sanctification of
these days.

The third precept (“You shall receive the



Kids Corner

Prayer Find and circle these words from today’s Gospel:
Thank you for promising to
make a special place for me HEARTS PLACE BELIEVE
in heaven, Jesus. TRUST GOING LIVING
PREPARE FATHER MIRACLES
Mission for the Week g
Jesus is getting ready for AT NAYHOFNTW
YOou. Make sure YOou are H M 0 P R E p A R E H
getting ready for Jesus.
Ask God to help you grow Al S AEASTNIM
closer to him every day. TR USTIRIEHAET
H A E F HIT|IO EW L L
Sharing the Gospel
Jesus is getting a place NCYAO \g/ URS I A
ready for you in heaven. S LHPIBETUL I EV E
One day you can spend
time with Jesus there. OEWLUTSHTI H
You will never get sick. F S TAHAETUDT RND
You will never be sad.
You will never be left NHY CBGOTI NGE
out. You will be loved ELFEI!I AVTTETHT R

because you are God’s
special child, and he
wants to spend time
with you every day. (e

—
Now color ;

the picture!
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